
Zone Information
The Chico/Northern Butte County Recycling
Market Development Zone (RMDZ) is located in
the fertile Sacramento Valley, 60 miles north of
Sacramento and approximately 120 miles north-
east of San Francisco. Bordered by the
Sacramento River to the west and Sierra Nevada
foothills to the east, the region has a wealth of
natural resources, and contains some of the rich-
est agricultural land in the nation. Chico is the
largest of the five incorporated cities in Butte
County. The Chico/Northern Butte County RMDZ
encompasses approximately 130 square miles in
the northern portion of the county. It includes
the City of Chico and adjacent industrial proper-
ty and additional unincorporated county areas
west and south of the sphere.  

Program Information
California Recycling Market Development Zones
are designated by the Integrated Waste
Management Board. The Board offers 
low-interest loans up to $1 million, technical
assistance on financing strategies, and assistance
in marketing zones nationally and international-
ly. For more information on this program and
other market development programs, contact the
Board’s Recycling Business Assistance Branch at
(916) 255-1000.
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Target Materials
The Chico/Northern Butte County zone has tar-
geted paper fibers, agricultural crop residue,
plastics, tires, and wood waste for manufactur-
ing development.

Infrastructure 
The zone area is primarily served by State
Highways 99 (north-south arterial) and 32 (east-
west arterial, intersecting with Interstate 5 to
the west).  Southern Pacific Railroad offers regu-
lar freight service to the zone operating approxi-
mately 28 trains per day.  Amtrak offers passen-
ger service to Chico as part of its San Joaquin
line.  In addition to the State highways, the city
and the county maintain an extensive local
street network serving all areas of the proposed
zone.  The city also operates and maintains the
Chico Municipal Airport, which includes com-
mercial air service to San Francisco on United
Express Airlines.  A fixed base operator provides
general aviation aircraft and charter services.
Over $200 million in capital improvements are
planned for existing infrastructure.

Incentives
The Chico/Northern Butte County RMDZ local
incentives include a Development Impact Fee
Deferral program; Business License Tax
Rebate/Waiver; database of vacant property;
project development review; and financial and
technical support to recycling businesses. 

Contact Information
Jennifer Forbes
City of Chico
411 Main Street, 3rd Floor
Chico, CA 95927

(530) 895-4806
(530) 895-4825 (fax)
jforbes@ci.chico.ca.us
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